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THE GRANITE CHURCH

• Completed and dedicated in June 1902 as the Gilbert Memorial Church

• Designed by architect Joseph W. Northrop of Bridgeport, CT, the Gothic 
Revival-style building is made of granite quarried in neighboring Branchville

• Features stained glass, arch windows, a tower and bell, buttresses, and a 
Hutchings-Votey pipe organ installed in 1902

• Adjacent to the Gilbert & Bennett Wire Mill and beside the Norwalk River

• Founders Edwin and Elizabeth Gilbert are buried on the property in a beautiful 
gravesite

• Last used as the Georgetown Bible Church until 2015

• Purchased by BeFoundation in 2022

History of The Granite Church
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Centerpiece of Georgetown historic district



THE GRANITE CHURCH

Restore a historic centerpiece for 
Georgetown

Catalyze a new chapter of 
redevelopment for the Gilbert & 
Bennett Wire Mill

Support area economic 
development

Provide a historically and culturally 
significant gathering place for our 
community

 

 

 

 

Why restore and redevelop 
The Granite Church?
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THE GRANITE CHURCH

A NEW MISSION

The Granite Church is a nonprofit community gathering 
space that celebrates cultural expression and the arts. 
We seek to strengthen our sense of community and 
support artistic and civic leadership. We have a unique 
opportunity in Georgetown to honor our past and ignite 
our future through investment in historic rehabilitation, 
adaptive reuse, and placemaking.
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THE GRANITE CHURCH

The Granite 
Church in Action:

Concerts, dances, speakers, plays, art exhibits 

Yoga and art classes

Weddings, dinners, corporate events

5

Office rental, lower level with community room

The Granite Church will be open for day and night use, 
including a cafe with public wifi. 

Public and private use and events to include: 



BRINGING THE
COLLECTIVE PROMISE
TO REALITY

How?
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THE GRANITE CHURCH

The Work Ahead:
Main hall restoration 

Lower level repair & re-development

Capital goods purchased

Exterior restoration
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Roof repair and replacement

Masonry repointing

Door & window restoration

ADA-compliant access to the 
building & restrooms

Historic Rehabilitation





THE GRANITE CHURCH

Local, state, and federal funding sources

Investment Opportunities
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Private partner investments

Corporate sponsorships

Buy-A-(Granite) Block Campaign



THE GRANITE CHURCH

To stay updated about The Granite Church visit: thegranitechurch.org

STAY UPDATED

Media and Outreach
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For media inquiries or to schedule a tour, please contact us at: 
hello@thegranitechurch.org

@thegranitechurch

@thegranitechurch



THE GRANITE CHURCH

BeFoundation invests its financial and human resources in collective efforts to 
improve the education of young people in Connecticut and the vitality of their 
communities. BeFoundation and its board members live in Redding and are 
devoted to our "small town with its big outdoors."

ABOUT US

Richard Wenning
Executive Director

BeFoundation
Be Smart. Be Creative. Be Engaged.

rich@befoundation.org
203.938.9000
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Be Smart. Be Creative. Be Engaged.

mailto:rich@befoundation.org


THE GRANITE CHURCH

Appendix
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PLACE & POTENTIAL

Why?



Current 
Condition



ORIGINAL WOODWORK AND STAINED GLASS 15



HISTORIC ORGAN 16



WALL OF SOUND 17



ORIGINAL BELL & BELL TOWER 18



A MUSICIAN’S MUSIC HALL 19


